
COMMUNICATION IN CONTEXT: A Critical Research & Analysis Project
An Overview of Weeks 4-10 of Revisions

The overall goals for these weeks
These weeks will help you learn or improve your abilities in:

•¨ Strategies of written, oral,, and visual persuasion.

• Making oral presentations—using visual support—alone and with a partner,

• Performing research, in libraries, online, and (perhaps) in archives.

• Organizing, developing, presenting visually, and revising formal academic papers.

The overall work of these weeks
In weeks 4-10, you will:

1 With a partner, come up with two civic advocacy groups you think the whole class
would like to research.

2 Give a 3 minute oral presentation to the class—with your partner and using
overheads—to try to persuade the class to research the two groups you propose.
This presentation is called a “pitch proposal.”

3 Practice, as a class, a decision-making strategy in order to choose which two groups
the whole class will study.

4 Research (in pairs, but not necessarily the same pairs as above) different aspects of
the two groups decided upon by the class.

5 Contribute all the materials and information you collect to a class archive. These
materials will be available to everyone in class.

6 Analyze, on your own, what is in the class archive and develop ideas about
communication strategies used by one or both of the civic advocacy groups: what
communicative practices or strategies could the group(s) strengthen/modify/adopt to
better achieve its(their) missions?

7 Develop a research question to help you organize and structure a 5-7 page formal,
persuasive academic paper. This paper will go through several revisions. In the paper,
you will work to persuade your readers to accept your proposal: “Here’s how I think
we should look at these communication practices of the group(s)—and why.”

8 Give, individually, a 5 minute formal oral presentation of your analysis and reasons,
using visual support.

Due Dates
September 24 Pitch proposals, with partner

October 1 Bringing to class all the materials and information you
have collected during your research into the two civic
advocacy groups the class is studying

October 8 Preliminary research questions you might use to guide
your development of your paper

October 10 A revised research question that will guide your
development of your paper

October 19 First draft of your paper due

October 22-26 Conferencing with your instructor about your paper;
meeting with others in class to get feedback on your
paper and practice your oral presentation

October 29-November 2 Individual oral presentations

November 2 Final draft of paper due
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