
Communication in Context: A Critical Research & Analysis Project
CHOOSING CIVIC ADVOCACY GROUPS TO STUDY

You will be choosing two civic advocacy groups that you think the whole class will benefit from researching.
In week 5, you and your partner will give a pitch proposal (don’t worry—we’ll be working much more on what this is
and how to do it) to the whole class, working to persuade them to choose the two groups you’ve chosen.

You want the two groups to have overlapping (but not necessarily completely parallel) communicative goals, so that
you can learn from comparing their communication strategies.

As you think and talk with your partner about which civic advocacy groups you will propose, keep in mind the project
as a whole:

• You’ll be working with the two advocacy groups for many weeks, and so want groups that sustain your—and
the whole class’s—interest.

• You need to gather many different kinds of information about the groups, and so you want groups for which
such information is available.

• You will write an academic research paper based on the data you collect.

Think about groups…
• with which you are not already familiar.

• about which there is much to learn.

• whose mission, history, and/or activities are complex enough to keep you working and learning.

• whose misson and character can challenge you—and the whole class—to think and learn.

• that offer citizens multiple ways to engage society and issues that matter to us.

How to come up with groups to study?
• Ask friends and/or family about groups to which they’ve belonged.

• Consider the political or social or economic or cultural change you would like to see, then search the Web to
see what groups are working (or have worked in the past) to make that kind of change.

Limitations/Advice regarding your choices:
• You should not choose groups whose primary activities are illegal, if only because there will not be much

information available and what there is will mostly be speculative and sketchy.

• You should choose goverment groups carefully, for there will not be much information available about
agencies that are protected by “national security.”

• You do not need to restrict yourselves to nonprofit groups, though you should remember that private groups
and “secret societies” can be more difficult to investigate.

• Do not choose groups to which you belong. You need some distance from a group to be able to analyze it
critically.

Groups to consider…
The following groups are suggestions—and some of the groupings suggest how you can pick groups that have (or had)
overlapping (but not necessarily completely parallel) communicative goals so that you can learn from comparing their
communication strategies.

I.O.O.F./Lions Club/Rotary Club M.A.D.D./S.A.D.D./D.A.R.E.

Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts Red Cross/Doctors Without Borders

PETA/Audubon Society N.O.W./Women in Technology International

John Birch Society/ Log CabinRepublicans Sierra Club/Ducks Unlimited

N.A.A.C.P./Black Panthers Abraham Lincoln Brigade/ Brothers to the Rescue

Women's Bean Project of Colorado/Habitat for Humanity

The Barbara Kettle Gundlach Shelter/Dial Help Crisis Center

Little Brothers Friends of the Elderly/Big Sisters/Big Brothers

Come to the next class prepared to name (just name) the civic advocacy groups you and your partner are
considering. (Do, however, start a list of the reasons why you think the class should study “your” groups; you will
eventually have to argue for these groups.)


