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Research Questions & The Research Paper

Generating Research Questions
To generate your research question, you will want to look at the material and information that has been collected on
the two advocacy groups you are studying. As you go through the material write down any questions that you may
have about the content and presentation.

Use the following questions to help you with this project:

• How do the civic advocacy groups you investigated understand, anticipate, consider, approach,
address their audience(s)?

• In what ways are your groups’ relationships to their audiences especially complicated?
• What are the constraints (financial, political, religious, societal, etc.) under which your  two groups are

operating?
• How far into the future do your groups mission statements seem to look?
• What motivates people who get involved with your civic advocacy groups?
• Given the constraints of their particular audiences, how do the groups use ethos (or pathos, or

logos) to rally support for their cause?

Once you have considered these broad questions, you’ll want to get more specific. Try to come up with a few
questions that interest you—and that will interest others in class—and that you can realistically answer given the
material available (of course, you are free to collect more information!).

There are a variety of shapes your questions can take:

• You can chose to compare different chapters within the same organization. For example,
“Given that the National Organization of Women is so large and visible, how can they alter their communication
so that they keep people involved at the grassroots level?”
In this question, you could begin by using various factual information about the organization to determine
just how large the organization is. Then, you might talk about its history as a grassroots organization and
what the organization could gain from appealing at the grassroots level once again.

• You can make a comparison between groups that gives some sort of brief recommendations at the end.
For example,
“Given the different goals of the national and local chapters of Habitat for Humanity, how can they keep their
messages from conflicting?”
In this question, you would likely begin by using specific examples from both groups to show that their
current messages conflict or potentially conflict. Then you could explain why you think these conflicts are
detrimental. And, lastly, you could make recommendations for how they might remedy the situation.

• You can also use one group to make a case for change within the other. For example,
“How does the Barbara Kettle Gundlach shelter (whose aim is to provide shelter for abused women) shape its
communication differently from the Dial Help (whose aim it to prevent suicides among men and women of all
ages). Considering their different audiences, what communication practices could the organization take from one
another and why would they be helpful?”

Once you have a question in mind, think
about everything that you will need to
do to really answer that question
effectively? Are you in a position,
realistically, to answer it?



Research Questions & The Research Paper, part 2

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS
In writing this 5-7 page paper (or 1250-1750 words), don’t merely summarize the available
material; rather, work to show your analysis of the material and develop an engaging
argument (I understand that this is easier said than done). A reader should come away from
your paper having a better insight into one or both of these groups, insight that they
wouldn’t have discovered from just glancing through the material.

Here are some specific considerations as you develop your paper:

• In order to make your argument as persuasive as possible, use examples
from the collected materials. You can quote words used by an organiza-
tion, or show what their brochures look like, or include a photograph of
their founding members.

• Use the MLA citation format.  Follow the formal guidelines for writing an
academic research paper: it should fit into the genre!

• Support your argument as necessary with visuals such as charts, photo-
graphs, web page graphics, or brochures.

• Feel free to reference any relevant information that you may have come
across in any of the reading assignments from this course.

DUE DATES
TBD First draft due. Bring two copies to class, one for peer critique and one to hand in

to your teacher
TBD Revised draft due. You will work on this draft with other students during the

designated class period.
TBD Final draft of paper due

★
FOR OUR NEXT CLASS MEETING
Bring two possible research questions to the next class, typed so that others can read them easily.

In our next class, you will help each other evaluate your questions and how well they’ll guide you in
writing of your research paper.

When you read each others’ questions, then, remember to look at the question in terms of what it is
supposed to do for you.

Is the question clear and specific enough?

Is it too narrow or too general?

Does it lead to other questions? Does it break into several related questions that you might use
to structure your paper?


